COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE
SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE (HSGIC) OF THE NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR
AFRICA’'S DEVELOPMENT,
ABUJA, SUNDAY, 09 MARCH 2003

The Sixth Summit of the Heads of State and Government
ImplementationCommittee (HSGIC) of the New Partnershipfor Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) was held in Abuja, Nigeria, on Sunday, 9t
March 2003,at theinvitation of Chief OlusegunObasanjo,Presidentof
the FederaRepublic of Nigeria and Chairmanof the Conmittee.

2. The following dignitariesattendedthe Summit:

Q) His Excellency,Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika
PresidentPeople’sDemocratic
Republicof Algeria;

(i) His Excellency,Mr. Denis SassouNguesso
PresidentRepublic of the Congo;

(ii) His Excellency, Mr. JoaquimAlberto Chissano
PresidentRepublicof Mozambique;

(iv) His Excellency, Chief OlusegunObasanjo
PresidentfederalRepublic of Nigeria;

(V) His Excellency,Mr. Abdoulaye Wade
PresidentRepublic of Senegal;

(vi) His Excellency,Mr. Thabo Mbeki
PresidentRepublic of SouthAfrica;

(vii) H.E Mr. FernandoDa PiedadeDias Dos Santos
Prime Minister, Republic of Angola,;

(viii) His Excellency,Mr. Meles Zenawi
Prime Minister, FederalDemocratic
Republicof Ethiopia,;

(iIx) HonourableLt. Gen. Mompati S. Merafhe
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Botswana,;



)

(i)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

(xwviii)

(xix)

(xx)

(xxi)

His Excellency,Mr. JeanPing
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Gabon;

HonourableHackmanOwusu-AgyemangMP
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Ghana;

HonourableAnil KurmarsinghGayan
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Mauritius;

Her Excellency,Mrs. FayzaAbou El Naga
Minister of Statefor Foreign Affairs
Arab Republicof Egypt;

HonourableDr. KaberukaDonald
Minister of Finance,Republic of Rwanda;

HonourablePeterAnyang Nyong’o
Minister of Planning,Republic of Kenya,;

HonourableOumar HamadounDicko
Minister of African Integration, Republicof Mali;

His Excellency,Mr. MohamedNouri Jouini
Minister of Developmentand International
Cooperation,Republicof Tunisia;

HonourableJustinNdioro
Minister of SpecialDuties at the PresidencyRepublic
of Cameroon;

His Excellency,Mr. MohammedT.H. Saila
AssistantSecretaryof TechnicalCooperation,
Secretariabf African Unity, The GreatSocialist
People’sLibyan Arab Jamahiriya;

His Excellency,Mr. K. Y. Amaoko
ExecutiveSecretary
United Nations EconomicCommissionfor Africa

His Excellency,Dr. Mohammedibn Chambas
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Executive Secretary
EconomicCommunity of West African States;

(xxii) His Excellency,Dr. JacqueDiouf
Director General
Food andAgricultural Organization;

(xxiii) Ambassadoil.awrenceO. C. Agubuzu
Interim Commissionerfor Political Affairs of the African
Union;

(xxiv) AmbassadorSaid Djinnit

Interim Commissionerfor Peaceand Security of the
African Union;

(xxv) Her Excellency,Mrs. JoanRwabyomere
High Commissionerof the Republic of Uganda to Nigeria;
and

(xxvi) Mr. TheodoreNkodo

Vice PresidentOperations
African DevelopmentBank.

3. In his Opening Address, the Chairman of the HSGIC, President
Olusegun Obasanjo, noted with satisfaction the substantial progress
already made in the implementation of NEPAD, particularly, in the
promotion of democracy, good governance and enhanced
cooperationwith development partnersas well as in the sensitization
and mobilization of the civil society in Africa for NEPAD. President
Obasanjo also informed the meeting of the Roll-out campaign on
NEPAD activities in Nigeria, which has just been launched in the
country. He also seized the opportunity to assure all that the
forthcoming GeneralElectionsin Nigeria will be peaceful,free andfair.

4., With referenceto the African Peer Review Mechanism, (APRM),
PresidentObasanjoobservedthat the commitment of his peersto this
processis already manifested in the Declaration of Intent that was
signhed by twelve (12) membersat the last Summit. He urged more
countries to accede to the process as a demonstration of their
commitment to enthrone best practices in political, economic and
corporategovernancan Africa.



ProgressReport of the Chairman of NEPAD Steering
Committee from November 2002to February 2003

5. In consideringthe Reportof the Chairman of the NEPAD Steering
Committee, the HSGIC expressedsatisfaction at the quality of the
report, particularly the emphasisplacedon putting the implementation
of the Programmeof Action on a soundfooting. It endorsedthe various
engagementsand activities of the NEPAD Steering Committee. The
HSGIC further noted the High Priority Actions and Interventions that
have beermadein all sectorsand mandatedthe SteeringCommittee
to maintain the present momentum on the implementation of the
NEPAD Programmeof Action.

6. With respect to the on-going Multilateral Trade Negotiations,
particularly the Doha DevelopmentRound, the HSGIC underscoredthe
importance of thesenegotiations and called for greater flexibility on
the part of trading partners in granting the much-need trade
preferences, both special and differential, including substantial
reduction in subsidies and increase in commodity prices including
marketaccess.It called on the African Group of Ambassadorsin
Genevaand the African Ministers of Trade to intensify their efforts at
ensuringthat all such issuesof interestto the continent, including the
previous commitments, are fully considered at their subsequent
meetingsand engagementsiith trading partners.

7. On theissueof resourcingand staffing of NEPAD Secretariat,the
HSGIC approved the Budget as presented. While noting with
satisfactionthat some membercountrieshave secondedpersonnelto
the NEPAD Secretariatand made finandal contributions towards the
running of the NEPAD process,it urged member statesof the African
Union to makevoluntary contributionstowardsfinancing and staffing of
the NEPADSecretariat particularly for the proposedAPRM.

Report on Peaceand Security

8. The HSGICwas briefed by the AU Interim Commissionerfor Peace
and Securityon the ongoing efforts to implementthe decisionsof the
Durban Inaugural Summit of the African Union (AU) relating to peace
and security, including those made towards seekig early and
peacefulsolutionsto conflicts in Africa.

9. The HSGICurgedall concernedpartiesin the DRC, Burundi, Cote
d’'lvoire, Central African Republic, Sudan and Somalia to commit



themselvesto the pursuit of the peace processand cooperate fully
with the African leadersnvolved in thesepeaceefforts.

10. The HSGICstressedhe importanceof the Protocol Relatingto the
Establishmentof the Peace and Security Council of the AU in the
strengtheningof the continent’'s peace and security architedure. In

this regard,it took due note of the African Union Commission’s Road
Map relating to the establishmentf the African StandbyForce, as well
as AU/NEPAD-G8on-going consultationson peacesupport operations
in Africa. The HSGIC further underscoré the urgent need for AU

Member States,particularly its members,to ratify the Protocolin order
to facilitate its early entry into force, preferably by the next AU Summit
in Maputo, Mozambique.

11. The HSGIC welcomed the Addis Ababa AU/NEPAD Consultation

meeting on Peaceand Security of 17-18 February 2003 and endorsed
its report. It encouragedhe AU Commissionand NEPAD Secretariatto

continue to work closely in promoting the AU Peace and Security
agendato which the NEPAD is bringing added value. The Summit
further encouragedthem to continue to effectively engagetheir G8

counterpartgowardsdrawing up a concreteprogrammein supportof

the African Peace and Security Agenda. In this regard, the HSGIC

endorsedthe composition of the African Team as constituted after

consultations with the AU Chair and following the Addis Ababa
consultations.The Teamwas mandatedto interact closely with the G8

Ad Hoc Working Group, with a view to submitting proposalsto the
forthcoming G8 Summitin Evian, France.

Engagementwith UN Agencies

12. The HSGIC noted with appreciation,that consequenupon the
adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of the Declaration
on NEPAD (A/RES/57/2) and Resolutions No. A/RES/57/7 and
A/RES/57/300 endorsingNEPAD as the framework for the UN system’s
supportto Africa, the UN systemhasdecidedto assistNEPAD with the
creation of an office to coordinate programme related to Africa
headedy an Under SecretaryGeneral.

Engagementwith the G8 Africa Personal Representatives

13. The HSGICwasinformed of the ongoing interactionsof the NEPAD
Steering Committee with the G8 Africa PersonalRepresentativesThe
HSGIC requestedthe NEPAD Steering Committee to work on the
modalitiesfor continued engagemenand dialogue post Evian Summit
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of the G8. The HSGIC approvedthe establishmenof a G8/Africa Joint
Task Teamon PeaceSupport Operationsto develop a joint plan for
strengthening capacity for conflict prevention, management and
resolution.

14. The HSGICwelcomedthe establishmenof the global initiative on

transparencyof paymentsmade for exploitation of natural resources
and urged the NEPAD Secretariatas well as the NEPAD Steering
Committeeto remainengagedn this matter.

International Finance Facility Proposal

15. The HSSGIC noted the report by the Chairpersonof the Steering
Committeerelating to the International FinanceFacility (IFF) proposed
by the United Kingdom. The aim of the facility is to help meet the
internationally agreed Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The
HSGIC welcomedthis initiative, basedon the understandingthat the
facility is meant to double Official DevelopmentAssistance (ODA) to
Africa, and as long as it does not increase Africa’s External Debt
burden. It therefore, mandatedthe NEPAD Steerigp Committee and
the NEPAD Secretariatto take necessaryactionsto urgently follow up
on this proposal.

Conference of Development Assistance Agencies

16. The HSGIC noted with great interest, the Conference of
Development Agencies on Infrastructure held on 06 March 2003 in
Paris,France. It emphasizedhat the NEPAD Short-TermAction Plan on
Infrastructurecould benefit from the renewedinterestdisplayedby this
meetingin infrastructureas a key to African development.

Visit of Constituency for Africa (CFA) to NEPAD Secretariat

17. The HSGICwas briefed on the visit of the Constituencyfor Africa,
an African-American group, to the NEPAD Secretariat on 27-28
February2003 with a view to popularizingand developing appropriate
supportfor the NEPAD initiative in the United States.

The Role of Personal Representatives in  Implementation of NEPAD
Programme of Action in their Reqgions

18. The ImplementatiomrCommitteealso consideredthe capacitiesof
the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and the role of the
Personal Representativein their respective regions, especially in the
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implementation of the NEPAD Programmeof Action. It resolvedthat
the PersonalRepresentativesof the Headsof State and Government
ImplementationCommittee should work with the RECsin ensuringthat
NEPAD programmesand projects are implementedin their respective
regions.

Report on the Implementation of NEPAD
Infrastructure Short-term Action Plan

19. The African Development Bank (ADB) made a presentationon

the poor state of infrastructure in Africa, and the various efforts to

addressthe issue. The HSGIC noted, with satisfaction, the progress
madein this sphere,and expressedporofound appreciationto the ADB,

other developmenpartners and funding agenciesthat have given

supportfor the construction and rehabilitation of infrastructure on the

continent. It renewedits determinationto mobilize domestic resources
for infrastructuraldevelopmentn Africa.

Report on Institutional Mechanism for Mutual Review of
DevelopmentEffectivenessBetween Africa and its Partners

20. The HSGIC noted the report and the interim recommendations
and proposalghat were presentedby the Executive Secretaryof the
UNECA. It further noted that mutual review of development
effectivenessmustbe comprelensiveto coverissuesof market access,
subsidies,the debt issue and commodity prices. It emphasizedthe
needfor policy coherenceand harmonizationfor effectivenessof aid
delivery. It however, expressedappreciationto the lead agenciesand
urged them to continue with the work in progress untl the
Developmentof EffectivenessReportis submittedto the Conferenceof
African Ministers of Finance,Planningand Developmentn June2003 as
well as to the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD. It
urged theUNECA and the OECD to keepthe HSGIC fully updatedon
the outcomeof this process.

Report on Agriculture

21. In endorsingthe Reportsubmittedby the Director Generalof FAO,
the HSGIC noted the specific projects identified for implementation
such as the African Rice Initiative, Irrigation projects and Rural
Infrastructure in various parts of the continent. It underscored the
significance of effective Weather Prediction Programmesand Disaster
Managementin the light of the drought and famine currently afflicting
the continent.lt commendedhe FAO and other relevantagenciedor
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their collaboration, particularly the elaboration of a Comprehensive
Africa Agriculture DevelopmentProgramme (CAADP), and urged all

member states of the African Union to take effective actions to

implement the Programme, in line with the NEPAD goals and

objectives.

Report on e-Africa Commission

22. The HSGIC noted the Report submitted by the e-Africa
Commission. It endorsed the six priority areas, such as the e-Schools
Project, East-Coast African Sub-marine Cable Project and the e-
Readiness Study Project, which have been identified for early
implementation. It commended the promoters of these laudable
projects and implored them to continueto work towards the bridging
the digital divide betweenAfrica and the developedworld. It called
for the provision of adequateresourcesfor speedy executionof these
projects.

African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM)

23. The HSGIC recalled the decisions taken at its Fifth Meeting
regarding the timetable for the conclusion of work on the APRM

process.lt underscoredthe essenceof the Peer Review processas a
system of voluntary self-assessment¢constructive peer dialogue and
persuasionas well as thesharingof experiencesamongmembersand
emphasizedhe needfor wide disseminationof information aboutthe
APRM. It expressedappreciation to the Steering Committee, NEPAD

Secretariatprganizationsand individuals that have collaboratedin the
preparationof the following documentspresered to the meeting:

0] Accord on the APRM; now Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on the APRM,;

(i) Declarationon Democracy,Political, Economicand Corporate
Governance,;

(i)  African PeerReview MechanismBaseDocument;

(v) APRM Organizationand Processes;

(v) Objectives,Standards Criteria and Indicatorsfor APRM; and

(vi) Outline of the Memorandumof Understandingon the Country
ReviewVisit and Mechanism.

24. After considerationof the documentsand extensive deliberation
on this issuethe Committee:



) Approved, as operative guidelines for the APRM, the
documentson Objectives, Standards Criteria and Indicators
for the APRM, African Peer Review Mechanism Organization
and Processesand the Outline of the Memorandum of
Understandingon Technical Assessmentsand the Country
Review Visit;

) Approved the MoU as aframework for a formal accessiorto
the APRM. Consequently, Algeria, Republic of Congq
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda,
South Africa and Uganda signed the Memorandum of
Understandingpf the APRM; and

1) Mandated the Chairman to undertake further consultations
with the Representativesf eachregion on the HSGIC, on the
appointmentof the Chairpersonand membersof the Panel
of Eminent Persons,and for this processto be concludedby
31st March 2003.

Presentation by President Abdoulaye Wade of
Senegalon Africa and the Digital Gap

25. The HSGIC expressed deep appreciation to His Excellency,
Presidents Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal for his presentationon this
particular issue, and for his continued contributions to the NEPAD
processin general. It agreedthat Africa must endeavourto mobilize
domestic and foreign resourcesfor the promotion of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) in Africa, in order to bridge the
digital divide betweenthe continent and the developed world. It
therefore, called for increased assistanceto Africa in this important
area,in line with the NEPAD Priorities.

26. The HSGICalso mandatedthe Steering Committee to study the

effect of a possible war on Iraq on the continent and submit its report
as sooras possible.

Appreciation

27. The HSGIC expressed its profound appreciation to President
Olusegun Obasanjo, the Governmentand people of Nigeria for the
hospitality and excellent arrangementswhich facilitated the success

of the Meeting.



Date and Venue of the Next Summit

28. The HSGIC decidedthat its next meeting would hold in Maputo,
Mozambiqueat adateto be determined.

Done at Abuja, this 9% Day of March 2003
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