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Energy Sector Press 
Wind Power Division  Johannesburg, 05 February, 2013 

 

Construction of the Jeffreys Bay wind farm of-

ficially declared open  
 

• Eastern Cape becoming the hub of wind resource for electricity 
• Wind farm to create jobs for the people and local manufacturing industry     
• Siemens has been in Africa for over 150 years 

 

 “The Jeffreys Bay wind farm is an inspiration and a significant example of how peo-

ple co-exist with the nature,” says the Chief of the Khoi Sun community, Chief Wil-

liams, when conducting a ritual blessing of the soil, at the farm soon to be installed 

with sixty of the Siemens 2.3 wind turbines to generate some 138 megawatts of 

clean power, on Monday 04 February, 2013.  

 

The wind farm is one of the first for round one of South Africa’s government’s Re-

newable Energy Independent Power Procurement Producers Programme (REIPPP) 

driven by the Energy Ministry.  

 

Speaking at the ceremony, head of Siemens Wind Power for Europe, Middle-East 

and Africa, Jan Kjaersgaard, said, Jeffreys Bay is one of South Africa’s attractions 

for surfers because of its excellent windy conditions which create huge waves. “In 

the near future, it will add to its list of attractions the Siemens wind turbines sched-

uled to start arriving in South Africa in the third quarter of 2013, and to generate 

electricity by the end of 2014. We are very please to part of these very important 

milestone in the history of electricity generation in this country,” adding that Siemens 

has been a key partner in Africa for over 150 years.  
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Eddie O’Connor, Chief Executive of Mainstream Renewable Power, said; “This is a 

great milestone for South Africa’s burgeoning renewable energy industry. Main-

stream together with its partner Genesis Eco-Energy is particularly pleased today 

after developing this wind farm since 2009. South Africa is endowed with an extra-

ordinary wind and solar resource and Mainstream is developing over 4000 MW of 

wind and solar projects in the country to harness these free sources of power. We 

commend the government of South Africa for providing the right framework to estab-

lish this new industry and we look forward to continuing our long-term goal of bring-

ing real and sustainable social and economic benefits to South Africa.”  

 

Declaring the opening of construction of the Jeffreys Bay wind farm, MEC of Eco-

nomic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism, for Eastern Cape, Jonas 

Mcebisi, said; “As government we are proud of this partnership with the private sec-

tor which places our country and the communities on the map. “Not only does the 

project bring economic and social prosperity in the Eastern Cape Province, but also 

makes us become part of the electricity producers. In the past Eastern Cape only 

consumed electricity,” Mcebisi said.  

 

During the construction period Jeffreys Bay wind farm is expected to generate ap-

proximately 200 jobs. The jobs will vary from month to month depending on the vari-

ous construction stages on the site. More indirect jobs will be created or sustained at 

the local manufacturers and suppliers, which brings hope for the people. 

 

The Siemens contract for the wind farm includes the servicing of the turbines for a 

10 year period.  

 
 
Contact for journalists: 
Siemens Southern Africa, Media Relations 

Hulisani Nemaxwi:  

Phone: 011 652 2167/072 072 7428 

E-mail: hulisani.nemaxwi@siemens.com 
 

For further information please visit www.siemens.com/energy   

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/siemensinafrica 
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The Siemens Energy Sector is the world's leading supplier of a broad spectrum of products, services and solutions 

for power generation in thermal power plants and using renewables, power transmission in grids and for the extrac-

tion, processing and transport of oil and gas. In fiscal 2012 (ended September 30), the Energy Sector had revenues 

of EUR27.5 billion and received new orders totaling approximately EUR26.9 billion and posted a profit of EUR2.2 

billion. On September 30, 2012, the Energy Sector had a work force of almost 86,000. Further information is avail-

able at: http://www.siemens.com/energy 

 


