
How can social protection  
and humanitarian systems  
work together to meet  
the needs of those  
affected by  
displacement  
crises?

WE CONSIDERED THIS IN A  
TWO-YEAR PROJECT, DRAWING 
ON PRIMARY DATA FROM 
CAMEROON, COLOMBIA AND 
GREECE AND THE WIDER 
LITERATURE. 

WE HAVE LEARNT THAT 
TO STRENGTHEN SOCIAL 
PROTECTION RESPONSES IN A 
CONTEXT OF DISPLACEMENT, 
HOST GOVERNMENTS AND 
INTERNATIONAL ACTORS NEED 
TO RECOGNISE AND ACT ON THE 
FOLLOWING…



Displaced populations 
often have distinct needs
THEY WILL DO SO FOR A LONG TIME 
AFTER HAVING BEEN DISPLACED. 

ADAPTATIONS TO PROGRAMME 
DESIGN and DELIVERY, as well as  
additional support, are needed to effectively 
serve displaced people through social 
protection systems.
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Hosts often also lack 
access to effective 
assistance
Those concerned with  
SOCIAL COHESION  
should focus on improving  
ADEQUACY OF PROVISION  
FOR HOSTS, rather than on  
reducing or aligning provisions  
for displaced people.
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Consider linkages in 
terms of effects on 
outcomes
Link humanitarian assistance with  
social protection WHEN IT SUPPORTS 
MEETING THE NEEDS of displaced people. 
Where feasible, linkages should be made in a  
way that helps advance strategic objectives to 
BUILD STATE SYSTEMS. 
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$
International funding  
will generally still be 
required
even when displaced people are included  
in state social protection systems. 

WELL-DESIGNED INTERNATIONAL  
FUNDING can also help INCENTIVISE 
EFFECTIVE COLLABORATION  
between social protection and  
humanitarian actors. 
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Everyone needs to 
work together more
regardless of the linkages between  
the systems. 

More TRANSPARENCY AND 
COLLABORATION are needed, 
both WITHIN AND BETWEEN 
HUMANITARIAN AND SOCIAL 
PROTECTION systems, to make 
sure that both displaced and host 
communities get the assistance  
they need.
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To learn more, take a look at our project webpage 
for in-depth country reports on Cameroon, 
Colombia and Greece, four thematic papers with 
detailed analysis on issues such as social cohesion 
and programme implementation, four toolkits with 
specific recommendations for host governments 
and international actors and other outputs: 

https://odi.org/en/about/our-work/social-protection-
responses-to-forced-displacement/

The project is led by ODI, who worked in close 
collaboration with the Centre for Applied Social 
Sciences Research and Training (CASS-RT) in Cameroon, 
the School of Government at the University of Los 
Andes in Colombia and the National Centre for Social 
Research (EKKE) in Greece.

This project is part of the programme ‘Building the 
Evidence on Protracted Forced Displacement: A 
Multi-Stakeholder Partnership’. The programme is 
funded by UK Aid from the United Kingdom’s Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), it 
is managed by the World Bank Group (WBG) and was 
established in partnership with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The scope of 
the programme is to expand the global knowledge on 
forced displacement by funding quality research and 
disseminating results for the use of practitioners and 
policy-makers. This work does not necessarily reflect 
the views of FCDO, the WBG or UNHCR.
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